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TO THE KNIGHTS, CITIZENS, AND BURGESSES, 
In Parliament Assembled. 



SEVENTH REPORT 

Of the Commissioners of The Irish Fisheries, for the year ending 
the 5th April 1826 pursuant to the Acts 59 Geo. 3. c. 109, and 
5 Geo. 4. c. 64. 



T HE erection of fishery piers and tire formation of small safety harbours, where 
natural shelter is not to be found, have occupied much of the Commissioners 
consideration, but however useful (and their utility cannot be questioned) those 
works may prove in advancing the Fisheries, they have been much impeded in 
their progress by local difficulties, chiefly arising from the impossibility of procu- 
ring the necessary contributions in aid of their formation or their future repairs, 
as prescribed by the Act of the 5th Geo. IV. c. 64. These impediments, it is 
much to be lamented, too often occur on those parts of the coast where poverty 
predominates, but where capability is manifest. And yet the Commissioners are 
not without hope that every season will tend to their gradual removal, and con- 
sequently to an extension of the Fisheries, as well as a corresponding amelioration 
in the condition of the coast population. 

The Commissioners have not as yet judged it expedient to resume the prosecu- 
tion of the Coast Survey, adverted to in all the former Reports, and which was 
instituted at the commencement of this establishment for the furtherance of 
fishery objects. It has, however, been so far effected as to comprehend nearly two 
thirds of the whole of the Irish coast, and the details of a principal portion of it 
have already appeared in the shape of an Appendix to the Fourth and Sixth 
Reports of the Commissioners of Irish Fisheries to the Honourable the House of 
Commons. Some charts appertaining to this survey have been published for the 
use of the Fisheries, and sought after with much earnestness. A few more are 
in the hands of the engraver, comprehending some of the most interesting Bays 
on the western and north-western coasts ; namely, Galway, Clew, and Killala 
Bays. 

The funds set apart for the building an improved description of fishing, boats, 
(as mentioned more particularly in the Commissioners Fifth Report to Parliament) 
are now on the eve of being carried into active operation ; the necessary prepara- 
tions are nearly made, and a supply of materials about to be purchased ; and 
were the Commissioners to rest their expectations on the representations of those 
intrusted with the management of these funds, they have every right to calculate 
on important benefits. 
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From the establishment of loan funds to assist poor fishermen in the repairs 
of their boats, the Commissioners have to report the most beneficial results. 
The aid in this case being furnished in materials and not in money, precludes the 
possibility of any misapplication of the relief afforded. For the means of carrying 
such institutions into effect, the Commissioners are exclusively indebted to the 
London Committee, who placed, in 1822, a sum of money under their manage- 
ment for the promotion of this object. The details of those institutions are trans- 
mitted to the London Committee (now directors of the Irish Loan Fund ) in 
periodical Reports from this Board, and it is with extreme satisfaction the Com- 
missioners have to state, that in the management of such portion of the money as 
they have been enabled to superintend through the medium of their own officers 
the benefits have even exceeded their expectations, and have proved so far satis- 
factory to the donors of the funds as to induce them to transmit to the Board a 
resolution expressive of their thanks. 

The disposition to outrage sad destructive modes of fishing, although consider- 
ably subdued, will sometimes evince itself in places where local interests are 
suffered to be affected by either its sufferance or suppression. 

The evil is however rapidly abating, but eyetj. year’s experience mpre fully 
demonstrates the necessity of continuing a controlling body, legally vested with 
sufficient means of enforcing the observance of salutary regulations, as well as 
with the power of making and varying those regulations so as to meet local pecu- 
liarities. The Commissioners have often found it expedient to exercise such 
powers as are vested in them under the Act of the 5gth Geo. 3, c. log, for the 
attainment of this object, by occasionally hiring the services of a small decked 
boat and crew, whose exertions have tended much to the restoration of order, and 
the prevention of illegal and injurious fishing on the southern coast of Ireland. 

Annexed hereunto are the usual Returns. By a reference to N° 8 , it will appear 
that the increase of men and craft, as taken from the officers returns for the present 
season, is considerable, and sufficiently demonstrates the general improvement in 
the Fisheries of this country, as well as their vast importance in promoting 
national industry, and in furnishing employment and wholesome subsistence to 
many thousands. 

(signed) HENRY R. PAINE. 

GEO; HAMILTON. 

DEN S BROWNE. 

D“b e Ka7& } B. B. WOODWARD. 

VALENT* O’CONNOR. 

A true Copy. H. Towtuend , Sec. 
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SEVENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 



LIST OF APPENDIX. 



— An Account of the Total Number of Vessels entered Inwards at each Station from the White 
Fishery of 1825 

An Account of the Total Number of Vessels cleared Inwards at the Carlingford, Baltimore and 
Kinsale Stations, for the Open Sea Herring Fishery of 1824 - jjjid 

-An Account of the Total Number of Cwt of dried Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Glassen and 
Conger Eel, which have been marked for the Production Bounty of 4 s. per cwt. in the year 
ending 5th April 1826 

. An Account of the Total Number of Barrels of Herrings which have been marked for the 
Bounty of 4 s. and 3 $. 6 d. per Barrel, in the year ended 5th April 1826 - - p . 9 

—An Account of the Number of Barrels of Pilchards and Mackarel which have been branded for 

the Bounty of 3 i. per Barrel, for the year ending 5th April 1826 . 

—An Account of the Number of Barrels of Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Glassen and Conger Eel, 
cured with Pickle, which have been branded for the Bounty at 2$. 6 d. per Barrel - p. 10 

—An Account of the Total Number of Barrels of Herrings, Pilchards, Mackarel and Pickled Fish, 
with the Total Number of dried Fish that have been Exported for the year ended 5th April 
1826 ibid. 

—An Account of Decked and Half-decked Vessels, together with Undecked or Open Boats of 
every description, registered and employed in the Fisheries ; also their Tonnage, and Number 
of Men employed therein, in the year ended 5th April 1826 - - - - p. 11 

-Account of Incidental Payments, commencing 5th April 1825, and ending 5th April 
1826 

- p. 12 

—Account of the Fund of 1825 ----p. 13 
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. APPENDIX. 



Appendix, No. 1 . 



AN ACCOUNT of the Total Number of VESSELS entered InwardB at each Station, from the White 
Fishery of 1825 ; distinguishing the Number of Tons, the Number of Men, and the Number of 
Cwt. of dried Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Glassen, and Congor Eel, landed from each Vessel, 
and marked for Bounty, with the Amount of Bounty allowed thereon. 



STATIONS. 


Vessel*. 


Tons. 


N° 


Cwt. 

Cod. 


Cwt. 

Ling. 


Cwt. 

Hake. 


Cwt. 

Haddock 


Cwt. 

Glassen. 


Cwt. 

Eel. 


Bounty 

allowed. 


Dublin - 


>3 


541 


103 


318 


1,822^ 


. ss. 






22 


£. 5. d . 

739 12 - 


Balbriggan 




2,688 


368 


358 


634 


».437i 


55 


9§ 


3,797 


3,185 8 10 


-ArdgiasYT 


2 


59 


13 


22f 


55 








247 


124 8 - 


Killybegs 


1 


22 


7 


5t 


15 






1 


1 


26 11 - 


Kilrush - 


1 


24 


5 


14* 


29i 




i 


13* 




36 - - 


Westport 


1 


20 


6 


7 1 


41 






10 




3i 13 - 


Bantry - 


v 


21 


6 


n 


78 




1 




6 


40 4 - 


Glandore 


1 


19 


5 


6 


5b 


4t 




- - 




22 11 - 


Dungarvan 


26 


567 


166 


322 


363} 


945. 




45 1 


4 


895 18 - 


Totals 


93 


3>96! 


1669 1 


1 ,064 j 


3,044 


3,395 


57 i 


79 i 


1,079? 


5,102 5 10 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, "1 Hcnry Tmmsend 

4th May 1826. J Sec 



Appendix, No. 2. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Total Number of VESSELS cleared Inwards at the following Stations, for 
the Open Sea Herring Fishery of 1824, but the consideration of whose Claims were unavoidably 
postponed until the present year. 



-STATIONS. 


VESSELS. 


TONS. 


AMOUNT OF BOUNTY. 


Carlingford - 


1 


36 


£. s. d. 

Rejected. — 


Baltimore *■ 


H 


287 


8« - - 


Kinsale ----- 


1 


22 


66 - - 


Totals - 


16 


345 


£.921 - - 


Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, "1 
4th May 1826. / 






Henry Townsend, 
Sec. 
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